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Heartbeat

2019 is quickly coming to an end, and we’re about to begin our 25th 
year of serving China’s special-needs community. At the end of each 
year, we take the opportunity to report to you what’s been happening with 
the kids. Here are some of the highlights from 2019.

Luke (Tian Yi) finally received his Hukou (official residence permit), which instantly made him eligible 
for international adoption! After 12 years of watching his friends and housemates join real families of 
their own, he now has a chance to gain a Forever Family. We’re working hard to help find Luke a home 
before he ages out when he turns 14. Through the generosity of one of his sponsors, Charlie (Shao 
Tiancheng) received a new walker, which helps him both in standing and walking. In addition to the walker, 
the sponsor made it possible for us to get Charlie a device that helps him dress himself easier. Due to his 
condition, he’s not able to raise his arms above his head, but with this new piece of equipment he doesn’t 
have to! Xander (Guang Fujun) is nonverbal and has difficulty communicating because he’s autistic. His 

caregivers received training from our Therapy Team on how to use a 
special, donated electronic communication device, which immediately 
allowed him to communicate at a much higher level. Charissa (Ling 
Deting) received a new power wheelchair, due to generous donors. 
We reached out to sponsors through our website and social media 
for funding for the new chair, and within 24 hours we received the 
amount needed! Following a fitting, and operation instructions, she 
began zipping around her home just like old times. Thanks to our 
faithful sponsors, we provided Jason (Hu Tao) with a brand-new 
Nimbo walker that gives him assistance and balance while walking. 
Corey (Song Yike) underwent a successful operation in Beijing to 
remove a tumor in his neck and he’s doing very well. 

Our Therapy Team conducted training programs for our staff and 
the staff of other orphanages on multiple topics, including feeding, 
positioning, autism and communication training, behavior training, 
and physical and developmental assessments. During the past 
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year, the team trained more than 150 caregivers at 14 orphanages around 
China, benefiting more than 600 kids. Our staff have gone through intensive 
training on Trust-Based Relational Intervention (TBRI), which teaches 
participants how to help and work with kids from hard places – including 
orphans, individuals with special needs, kids in foster care, and those 
who have been through trauma. Our Therapy Department received new 
therapy equipment through the generosity of our good friends from HSBC 
(Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation).

The 7Acres Campus makeover is well under way, and will provide a 
beautiful setting for our future residents. Roma Ceramic donated 4,140 
sqm of ceramic tile to redo all the bathrooms, living rooms, kitchens and 
dining rooms in our kids’ houses. They also donated tile for our Therapy 
Pool Room and the floors and kitchen in the Outreach Center. Rinnai 
Corporation donated a new hot water 

heater to our Outreach Center, as well as new radiators, heating pipes 
and the labor for all five houses, valued at US$42,721 (¥300,000 RMB). 
One of our longtime sponsors, Real Wood Floors, made a huge donation 
to purchase much-needed new kitchen cabinets and countertops for the 
children’s homes. The exterior and interior doors are being replaced on 
all the homes, giving them a fresh new look. Pittsburgh Paint Group 
(PPG) Tianjin office donated high-quality PPG paint and labor for the 
interior walls of our children’s homes, and also came and painted colorful 
murals in the common areas for all to cherish and enjoy! Speaking of 
murals, Cameron Moberg, a world-renowned graffiti artist from San 
Francisco, painted several beautiful murals on our campus exterior walls.

Also in 2019, nine of our kids found their Forever Families! Carson (Qian 
Anshun), Ella (Song Yuxuan), Shawn (Zhao Anzhi), Jackson (Zhu 
Wenze), Hanna (Song Yicai) and Flynn (Zhao Anpeng) were adopted into their new Forever Families 
from the USA. Morris (Zhu Zhenwei) is now living in the Netherlands with his new parents and is doing 
very well. Zack (Shi Wenli) and Cora (Kong Wenxin) both have Forever Families from China.

Together with the Angel Baby Foundation – a local Chinese NGO that raises funds and awareness for 
young children who have suffered severe burns – we hosted a camp for children and their guardians. The 

week-long camp was as much fun for the parents as it was for 
the kids. We can’t wait to host more next year.

Finally, we were blessed to receive an incredible amount of 
help this year from our wonderful guests, volunteers, teams and 
interns. This year we had the help of more than 400 people – of 
all ages, from many different countries – doing a wide variety of 
jobs on campus. Together with the support of you, our faithful 
sponsors and supporters, we will BE THE CHANGE for even 
more kids with disabilities in 2020.



Lianjiang Orphanage Training

Luke’s Surgery 
Twelve-year-old Luke (Tian Yi) lived on our campus 
for 11 years, and anyone who visited us during that 
time will likely remember our friendly and engaging 
boy. Luke was born with a single ventricle in his 
heart, and had surgery when he was very young. 
He’s grown so much that it’s now time to complete 
the next surgery – which is risky, because of the 
complexity – because his heart can no longer keep 
up with his growing body. Thanks to the generosity 
of our donors, we have now raised all the funds for 
his surgery and we are waiting for a date from the 
hospital to schedule his operation. Please keep Luke 
in your thoughts and prayers during as he undergoes 
this heart surgery.

This week our Bright Star’s Therapy Team was invited 
to train 16 caregivers, teachers and therapists from the 
Lianjiang Orphanage in Guangdong Province. The group 
learned about general anatomy and body systems, how to 
perform developmental assessments on children with special 
needs, and how to feed children in a safe and healthy way. 
We also shared in a unique tradition. In this region of China, 
when a mother gives birth to a new baby, a special chicken 
and ginger soup is made with white wine. This soup is said to 
help the mother recover from childbirth, but it also celebrates 
and welcomes the new child into the world.

When a baby is born, a large amount of soup is made for the 
mother to drink over the next 90 days. During our time at the 
Lianjiang Welfare Home, a new 10-day old baby with Down 
Syndrome came into their care. The orphanage staff quickly 
began caring for this baby and proceeded to take him to the 
hospital for further medical evaluation. While the baby was in 
the hospital, the staff of the welfare home prepared a large vat 
of white wine chicken soup for all the caregivers and staff to 
celebrate this baby’s arrival into their family. It was a beautiful 
tradition, and we’re blessed to have witnessed and shared in 
the celebration of this new child’s life. We’re excited to share these skills with the staff in Lianjiang, and 
hope to provide them with additional training and support for the amazing work they’re doing – faithfully 
caring for more than 100 special-needs orphans every day.



We are grateful for 
your prayers and 
financial support! 

To donate by check:
Philip Hayden Foundation

40335 Winchester Rd. #E-115
Temecula, CA 92591 US

1-866-JAMES127 (526-3712)

To donate by 
credit card:

Visit ChinaOrphans.org

To donate by 
automatic withdrawal:

Ask about direct deposit 
through Check Free at 

childsponsor@chinaorphans.org

In China:
Shepherd’s Field Children’s VIllage

26 Jin Yuan Rd.
Da Wang Gu Development Zone

Wuqing, Tianjin 301712 CN
022.2219.0708

The Dust Settles, but the Work Continues

One of the things that makes us so unique is our campus set-up, where we provide individual homes for 
our children to live, in a unified, family structure. As we’ve detailed before, our dream of renovating the 
children’s homes began to come true this summer as we started our preparations for new arrivals. The 
seasons may be changing in weather from summer to fall, but our season of construction continues.
The first two houses are nearly complete and currently just await new doors for the bedrooms and 
bathrooms. As the dust settles from the reno, the work has shifted to the final three houses. Workers are 
installing new ceramic tile donated by Roma Ceramic in the first-floor entryway, kitchen, living room and 
bedrooms, as well as completely new tile for the floors and walls in all bathrooms. This update provides 
a more durable flooring option, perfect for older children. We’re extremely grateful for this donation of 
tiles for the houses and the Forever Family Outreach Center. 
Rinnai, a global heating company, donated new radiators and sent a team to install them. New, efficient, 
space-saving, modern radiators will now heat every house – as well as the Outreach Center. In addition 
to the heating system, Rinnai also donated and installed a tankless water heater for our large kitchen. 
Our gratitude for their generosity and hard work is difficult to express. It gives us great joy to know the 
future residents of 7Acres will have reliable heat and hot water thanks 
to Rinnai.

As the temperature 
drops, the makeovers 
in the final three houses 
will continue in the same 
manner as the first two. 
In addition to the floors, 
radiators and bathroom 
updates, every house is 
being fitted with a new 
kitchen, new bedroom 
doors, new bathroom 
doors, and new exterior 

doors in the living room area. The anticipation grows as we see the  
end to construction nearing, and we can’t wait to see what each new 
season brings. 

The response to our annual Winter Heat Drive appeal last month was 
unbelievable. Thanks to you, we’re much closer to our goal. To date, 
we’ve raised US$37902 but still need US$7395 more to help us get 
there. Anything you can give is greatly appreciated. To help keep our 
kids and staff warm this winter, go to chinaorphans.org/get-involved/
immediate-needs/ choose Winter Heat 2019 or text SFCV to 77977. It’s 
that easy to help bring warmth to our campus.

Winter Heat – We’re Almost There!


